Title:   How do medical students utilize mobile handheld devices in learning?

A.M. Al-Moslih1, E. Driessen2
1 College of Medicine, University of Sharjah, UAE

2  Faculty of Health, Medicine and Life Sciences, Maastricht University, Netherlands 

	Variable
	N
	%

	Ownership of mobile handheld devices
	379
	95.9%

	Use of handheld devices in learning
	344
	90.1%

	Frequency of handheld devices’ use in learning:

Always

Often    

Sometimes

                                        Rarely

                                        Never                                  
	99
89

106

50

33
	26.1%, 23.5%, 28%, 13.2%

8.7%

	Context of use:        

Lectures

PBL sessions    

Hospitals

Others                                  
	112
104
27
45
	32.4%

30.1%

20%

13%

	Use of handheld devices in self-directed learning
	288
	83.2%

	Use of handheld devices in collaborative  learning
	167
	48.3%


Table 1: Distribution of respondents by ownership of handheld devices, their use in learning, frequency of use, and context.

	
	Pre-Clerkship
	Clerkship
	Total

	
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	

	Total No.
	103
	101
	98
	92
	69
	463

	Respondents
	100
	91
	89
	77
	38
	395

	MHHD owners
	95%
	96.7%
	95.5%
	97.4%
	94.7%
	95.9%

	MHHD users in learning
	88.7%
	83.1%
	92%
	97.3%
	91.7%
	90.1%

	Response rate per phase
	92.7%
	71.4%
	85.3%


Table 2: summary of medical students’ total number, response rate, ownership and frequency of use of mobile handheld devices by phase and year of enrolment.
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Figure 2: Types of mobile handheld devices owned by students. 
